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In the Italian news this month the PM welcomes
“attractive immigrants”, unruly skiers face jail and
a TV is chef sacked for recommending cat meat…
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OIL REFINERY SABOTAGE “DEATH BLOW” TO RIVER PO

A huge oil slick caused by suspected sabotage at a refinery near Milan has wreaked environmental
havoc on the Lambro and Po rivers. Officials, describing the spill as a “criminal act”, say someone
deliberately opened valves on a tank at the plant in Villasanta. The slick, several kilometres long and
involving at least 260,000 gallons of oil, flowed down the Lambro and into the Po. Hundreds of ducks
and other birds were killed as frantic efforts were made to contain the oil before it reached the Adriatic.
Barriers were set up in the Lambro but they were overcome by what Corriere della Sera called a “tide of
unstoppable oil”. As Italia! went to press, civil defence chief Guido Bertolaso promised “not a drop of
oil will reach the sea”. The WWF called the spill into the Lambro a “death blow to a river that has been
in a shameful state of degradation for decades”. Lombardy spokeswoman Cinzia Secchi said the valves
“were opened by someone who was familiar with the plant and knew how to operate them”.
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SKIERS FACE JAIL

TOMB SELL-OFF

“DUMB SOUTH”

The Italian government wants to jail
skiers and snowboarders who cause lethal
avalanches. The proposals follow eight
deaths on Italian slopes in the space of a
weekend. Off-piste skiers are being blamed
for the avalanches that caused the deaths.
“There have been far too many incidents on
the slopes,” said tourism minister Michela
Vittoria Brambilla, announcing a plan for
prison terms for the most serious cases
– and a €5,000 fine for those who ignore
conditions warnings or venture off-piste.

A tomb in Rome’s Verano cemetery –
described as “classical style with decorative
elements in white travertine and Carrara
marble, able to house ten” – has been sold
for €940,000. The tomb was one of 34 plots
sold off to raise cash for the Rome graveyard
organisation Ama. The successful bidder,
who was not identified, can look forward
to resting in peace alongside the likes of
Roberto Rossellini and Luchino Visconti. The
tombs were either empty or belonged to
people Ama was unable to trace.

A professor at the University of Ulster has
courted controversy by claiming the south
of Italy is less developed than the north
because its inhabitants are less intelligent.
Professor Lynn’s paper in the journal
Intelligence claimed IQ levels decrease as
you travel south. Sicilians are apparently
the least intelligent Italians; the most
intelligent, he says, are in Friuli. Neapolitan
councillor Amedeo Laboccetta has offered
the academic a free holiday in the south so
he can expound his ideas to locals.

In the past eight years the usage of English words in the Italian vocabulary
has leapt an incredible 773%, according to Federlingue, an umbrella group
for language services, translators, interpreters and language schools.
CARAVAGGIO RAGED DUE TO LEAD POISING

Hot-tempered artist Caravaggio had lead poisoning,
a team of Italian scientists says. They will now carry
out DNA tests on what they believe to be bones of the
Renaissance artist to prove he was affected by the paints
he used. Caravaggio, famed for his drinking and rages,
went on the run in 1606 after being condemned to death
by Pope Paul V for killing a man in a tavern brawl. He
died in July 1610 and there has been conjecture about
the circumstances ever since. Now anthropologists from
Pisa, Ravenna and Bologna universities hope to find
out if he contracted malaria while travelling in Italy or
if he suffered from lead poisoning. “Lead poisoning
accentuates traits like aggressive and nervous behaviour,
which Caravaggio displayed during his life,” said project
leader Silvano Vinceti. “Painters in the 15th, 16th and
17th centuries used these paints all the time and often
suffered serious health problems as a result.”

LAKE COMO: CLOONEY OUT, BECKHAM IN?
News websites and gossip blogs were recently
awash with rumours that Hollywood superstar
George Clooney was to sell his villa on Lake Como.
Speculation hotted up further to suggest his
friends the Beckhams may move in. Stories cited his
annoyance at the paparazzi staking out his pad
from the lake as his reason for leaving.
However, these reports were soon
squashed by the actor himself
who denied the claims,
dubbing it the “end
of another riveting
day of false
news”. And yet
still those
internet
rumours
persist…
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restored colosseum
The Colosseum is to be restored, protected
and permanently lit up in a project starting
this year. The 2,000-year-old landmark will
be cleared of decades of grime, said Rome’s
mayor Gianni Alemanno. The complete
restoration will cost around €20 million and
will take about a year to complete. It will
be funded by private sponsors from Italy
and abroad. The original construction of
this monument started between 70 and 72
AD under the Emperor Vespasian and was
completed in 80 AD by his son Titus.

BERLUSCONI OFF HOOK AS
MILLS CASE RUNS OUT OF TIME
The bribery case against David Mills,
the estranged husband of Tessa Jowell,
has been thrown out on a technicality.
Judges said Mr Mills had indeed accepted
£370,000 from Silvio Berlusconi in return
for giving false evidence – however,
because it had happened in November
1999 the case was subject to Italy’s tenyear limit for prosecution. The outcome
means the case against Berlusconi is
now also likely to be thrown out.

May 2010 italia! 13

news

NAME AND SHAME

The latest initiative in the Italian government’s public sector
efficiency campaign says state employees who deal with the
public will in future have to wear name tags. Civil service minister
Renato Brunetta (below) had the idea to make it easier to identify
and report workers for rude or unhelpful service. The supervisors
of employees who fail to wear their name tags will risk a fine.
Brunetta says his discipline crackdown has reduced public sector
absenteeism by 40 per cent. However, the policy is unpopular with
public sector employees themselves and there was widespread
absenteeism for a strike in December.

PRINCE WINS FIGHT OVER ‘THRONE’

After a bitter court battle between two warring cousins, Prince Victor Emmanuel
(above) has been declared the rightful heir to the throne of Italy. The Italian
monarchy was abolished at the end of the Second World War, but that hasn’t
stopped Duke Amadeo of Aosta pressing his claim. Now a court in Tuscany
has ruled that the Savoy royal title can now only be used by Prince Emmanuel
– who allegedly punched the duke in the face after a dinner held by King Juan
Carlos of Spain – and his son, the winner of reality TV show Dancing with the
Stars, Prince Emmanuel Filiberto. The court decided the duke came from only
a “junior branch” of the royal family. A jubilant Prince Emmanuel, said: “The
judge understood the vile and harmful action that Duke Amadeo had construed
against me, which has been rightly punished.” A furious Duke Amadeo vowed:
“Naturally I don’t agree with the judgment and I’m going to appeal.”

Italy tops the OECD rankings for the leisure gap between the sexes, says
a new report. Italian men have on average 80 minutes a day more free time
than women, according to this organisation of 30 developed countries.
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italian film fest in scotland

new calabria development

This year’s edition of the Italian Film
Festival Scotland takes place from 16
until 25 April in Edinburgh, Glasgow
and Dundee. The festival will show
contemporary Italian films from worldclass directors such as Giuseppe Tornatore,
Michele Placido, Marco Bellocchio, Francesa
Archibugi and Davide Ferrario, plus plenty
more, including celebrations to mark the
50th anniversary of Fellini’s classic film
La Dolce Vita. For more details visit
www.italianfilmfestival.org.uk

New apartments at the San Rocco II Beach
Club in Isca Marina, Calabria start from
€57,000. This stunning new development
has a small number of one-bedroom
apartments available. Located just two
minutes’ walk from a beautiful sandy
beach and restaurants, the village is just
a few minutes’ walk away. These make
ideal holiday homes or for rental income.
For more information on units available
contact ‘The Italian Collection’ from Cresta
Villas – www.theitaliancollection.co.uk

In March, the renowned Italian opera singer and Grammy winner
Andrea Bocelli (interviewed in issue 62 of Italia!) was honoured with
his very own star on Hollywood’s prestigious Walk of Fame.
feline cuisine

website watch

A TV chef has caused outrage among cat
lovers by suggesting that moggies are good
to eat. Beppe Bigazzi, 77, was suspended
indefinitely after waxing lyrical about cat
meat – apparently best prepared by leaving
it under running water for three days to
tenderise it before stewing. “I’ve eaten its
delicious white meat many times,” he told
viewers. Health minister Francesca Martini
condemned the remarks as “offensive to
the growing number of people who care
about the way we treat animals”. Bigazzi
tried to explain himself: “I was just trying
to explain a saying from where I come from
about the eating of cats. In the 1930s and
1940s they were very popular.”

Wine advice

BERLUSCONI WATCH

Silvio Berlusconi is in hot water again –
this time for joking that Italy’s doors
are only open to attractive immigrants.
The Italian PM was holding talks with
his Albanian counterpart Sali Berisha.
Berisha looked uncomfortable as
Berlusconi chuckled at a press
conference: “We will only accept
pretty girls from Albania.” The
remarks were immediately seized
on by opposition MPs. ”Once again
Berlusconi just doesn’t give up on his
barracks humour,” said Paola Pellegrini.
“Even in the face of tragedy such as
immigration by desperate people,
the prime minister repeats his
obsession with woman reduced to
fresh meat to be consumed. He
is an indecorous old man.”

www.decanter.com
‘The route to all good wine’, or so claims this website’s tagline.
This is the online platform for the renowned wine magazine
Decanter and it does, indeed, contain a great wealth of wine
knowledge, advice, recommendations and competitions. This is
a great port of call for wine lovers, from the expert to the novice
– anyone looking to learn more about their favourite tipple.
www.jancis
robinson.com
Famed wine expert
Jancis Robinson has
been writing about
wine since 1975, and
this website sees her
distill her considerable
knowledge for our
benefit. It includes
thousands of articles to view for free, plus there are 40,000 wine
reviews and even more information that is just available for
members of the site. All in all, very informative and appealing.

RESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP PRESS...STOP
new umbria development
If you’re looking for a home in Italy,
here’s a great new opportunity. Between
Mugnano and Fontignano this is a quietly
and panoramically located stone and
brick farmhouse not far from Perugia. The
property includes three restored apartments
and a barn. The building features openbeamed ceilings and all units include
private garden and common use of the pool
and parking area. Prices from €190,000
(Ref PG5091). For more information visit
www.diamanteimmobiliare.co.uk

www.wineanorak.com
Jamie Goode, the wine columnist for the Sunday Express is the
man behind this excellent website. This is a very comprehensive
source for wine
discovery, featuring
a wide range of
interesting articles,
with features that
would be of interest
to everyone from
the casual sipper to
the vintage expert.
Great to browse.
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italia!’s

top picks

Winery tours, posh lights, artichoke treats and a great
gift book are this month’s Italian treasures to covet
wine time

Distilleria Bottega is an award-winning
Italian wine-maker and grappa producer
based in Bibano, 27 miles north of Venice.
It produces more than 200 products including
grappa (the famous Alexander grappa),
wines and liqueurs. The distillery is offering
a brand new wine tour, perfect for wine and
spirit lovers from all over the world. You can
visit the premises (a charming 19th-century
manor house), taste the wines, visit the
glassblowing factory and spend some time in
Venice too. Find out more at www.alexander.it
or email enoturismo@alexander.it to organise
your own specialised experience.

eat THis!
➤ stalking italian

Seggiano makes the bold claim that “contrary
to what one might believe, the stalks are
one of the best parts of the artichoke”.
With this in mind, this product should whet
your appetite for our feature on artichoke
hearts on page 70. The stalks (£5.95 for
210g) are from the Arcobaleno team in
Maremma, southern Tuscany: Luca farms the
artichokes while wife Emanuela and mother
Lida create their range of foods, preserved
in extra-virgin olive oil from their own trees.
Emanuela preserves the subtle flavour of the
artichoke in this gamboni (stems) recipe. The
artichokes have to be picked young, before
the stalks get stringy; they are cooked gently
in a marinade then preserved in the oil. Enjoy
as antipasto with bread or bruschetta. For
more information visit www.seggiano.co.uk

buy THis!
➤

➤

visit THis!

let there be light

Mediterraneo creates unique works in Murano glass and has just
launched new lighting pieces. If you have the cash to splash, these
lights are akin to having a piece of Italian art in your home and each
is developed entirely to specification and handmade to order. The Egon
chandelier (pictured, a princely £9,590) is no exception, so you can
choose your own preferred colour combination and make the piece
totally unique. Also available are smaller statement pendant lights
in fabulous shades of blue – the Tito Mini Fili Pendant (£1,810) and
Murano glass drop Alice Pendant (£7,200). For more information see
www.mediterraneodesign.com or call % 020 7720 6556.

read T➤His!
➤ a journey from
your sofa

Photographer Kelly Barber
documents her solo travels around
in Italy in this beautiful gift book.
Andiamo! (£9.99, Hardie Grant
Books) is a largely pictorial and
beautifully illustrated journey
around Italy, which features striking
photographs of the country’s diverse
sights, plus brief anecdotes and
observations that help to bring the
journey to life. This hardback tome
is a very unusual and enchanting
volume that combines a personal
experience of Italy with the
universality of the nation’s wellloved scenes and landmarks.
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